DESKTOP MANAGEMENT Q&A





DMI based management applications won’t work on Chicago, right?


DMI-based management applications will work on Chicago. In Chicago, the OS, apps and hardware place their configuration and status information in pre-defined locations in the Registry. The Chicago DMI agent will sit on top of the Registry, map the incoming calls from DMI-based management applications to the Registry APIs and return the retrieved information in a DMI-native format. In this way all the information in the Registry will be available to DMI-based management applications via the Chicago DMI agent.





 Are you going to ship the whole DMI Service Layer in Chicago?


 Chicago drivers use the PNP Configuration Manager, APIs, theRegistry APIs and INF files. Since device drivers are operating system centric, and not cross-platform, Chicago drivers need only interface to Chicago APIs. However, DMI’s Management Interface (MI) is what makes it cross-platform and we will support this interface fully. Our DMI agent will map in-coming MI calls to the Registry APIs and return the fetched data to the DMI-application in a DMI-native format.





When will the Chicago DMI agent be available?


The Chicago DMI agent will ship shortly after the release of Chicago.





So, PNP and DMI conflict with each other, right?


No the DMI agent in Chicago works hand-in-hand with PNP.. After PNP has enumerated and configured all the hardware in the desktop, it places this information in the Registry. The information is then automatically available to DMI-based management applications in a DMI-native format via the Chicago DMI agent. Therefore, DMI based management applications will be able to get all the PNP generated information.





DMI-instrumented drivers break in Chicago, right?


Today, there are no DMI-instrumented component drivers, so we don't have that problem right now. In Chicago, all drivers are instrumented using PNP APIs. These APIs help the driver to install, load, unload and report its status and configuration information to the OS. Since drivers are not cross-platform, we think Chicago drivers should continue to be instrumented to PNP. However DMI-based management applications will be able to get all the information from the PNP drivers as if the drivers were instrumented to DMI.





Hermes was originally based on DMI, now its based on the Registry APIs, what prompted the change in strategy?


Hermes is still DMI based. It uses DMI to communicate with legacy operating systems like MS-DOS, Windows 3.1 and Windows for Workgroups 3.11. In addition, it will leverage native Win32 based management infrastructure on Chicago and Cairo because these infrastructures provide more functionality and robustness. Also, the DMI specification does not recommend a remoting scheme to move the management information from the desktop to the management console. Therefore, Hermes will use the OS native remoting schemes on Chicago and Cairo and deliver its own remoting secheme on other platforms.





Will Cairo desktop management leverage the Win32 Registry-RPC model?


Yes, Cairo will continue to use and support the Win32 Registry APIs and will also integrate the Chicago Registry-RPC schema into the Cairo Directory Services / Objects model.








