





Microsoft Responds to WordPerfect Concern


	REDMOND, Wash. — April 22, 1994 — Microsoft Corporation today responded to the concern of WordPerfect Corporation over a proposed nondisclosure agreement (NDA) for prerelease versions of Chicago, the next release of the Microsoft( Windows(.  WordPerfect Corporation sent a letter to Microsoft on Monday, April 18, asking that Microsoft remove references to WordPerfect’s OpenDoc technology from the non-disclosure agreement for Chicago. Microsoft agreed to do that. 


	“We want to assure our customers and the software industry that our objective is to make Chicago and all our operating systems compatible and open, and we will respond constructively to any concerns raised,” said Paul Maritz, senior vice president of operating systems at Microsoft.  “WordPerfect raised a concern, and we have resolved it. In addition, we intend to drop the �three-year time commitment in our agreement with WordPerfect and others.”


	In the last six months, Microsoft has provided prerelease versions of Chicago to more than eight thousand software developers, including development groups at Apple, Borland, IBM, Lotus, Novell, and Sun.  This is to enable the broadest possible third-party support for Chicago. Most of these developers have signed a standard nondisclosure agreement. Those companies that also develop products or technologies that directly compete with Windows were asked to sign an NDA designed to protect Microsoft’s pre-release technology from dissemination to competing segments within those companies.


	It is standard industry practice for software companies to require a nondisclosure agreement when providing prerelease software.  Microsoft has signed comparable agreements at the request of such competitors as Apple, Borland, IBM, Novell and WordPerfect.  Nondisclosure agreements protect prerelease technology prior to general commercial release.


	Founded in 1975, Microsoft (NASDAQ “MSFT”) is the worldwide leader in software for personal computers.  The company offers a wide range of products and services for business and personal use, each designed with the mission of making it easier and more enjoyable for people to take advantage of the full power of personal computing every day.
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Microsoft is a registered trademark and Windows is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation.
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